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Chartered accountancy
is no ordinary career
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A great career

It’s important you choose a career that’s right for you. As a worldleading professional membership organisation we’re ideally placed to
help you take the first step.
Let’s start by highlighting some of the reasons why we think chartered
accountancy is a great career choice.

You can do it with or without a degree – Graduate, school leaver, apprenticeship
and AAT entry routes offer you the flexibility to choose what’s right for you.
In chartered accountancy every day is different – You could perform any number
of roles from technical and analytical work to financial planning and business strategy.
Accountancy is a global profession – The ACA qualification is recognised around the
world, enabling you to work in international offices and with global clients.
It’s an exciting career – You’ll have the opportunity to work in any organisation in
any sector, with a variety of job roles to choose from, whatever your ambitions.
You’ll develop transferable skills – From communication and team working to
problem solving and decision making, chartered accountants develop skills valuable
to any organisation.
It’s a career that offers stability – Chartered accountants are highly respected and
in demand because of the knowledge, skills and experience they develop through
their training.

Sound like a career for you? Discover more about the range of opportunities a career
as a chartered accountant can offer.

Fact
ICAEW has over 142,000

members in more than

160 countries around the world.
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Making the right choice
now can open doors,
wherever you want to
take your career!

As a chartered accountant
every day is different

A varied career

Imagine testifying as an expert witness in court, making
the final decision about the budget for the launch of a
new product line, or leading on the administration of a
well-known high street chain.
Sound interesting? These are just some of the things that chartered accountants do.

Chartered accountants – important people making big decisions
Chartered accountancy involves more interaction with people than you may think.
The numbers are important, but it’s also about being able to understand key
business challenges; solving problems, finding answers, analysing information and
interpreting facts and figures to make business recommendations. You’ll also need
to communicate your expertise to colleagues, managers and clients in an easy to
understand way. Because of this, chartered accountants find themselves at the heart
of business, making decisions that affect the strategy, direction and profitability of
organisations around the world.

What else do they do?
• Help businesses solve strategic and financial problems.
• Ensure takeover bids are successful.
• Advise businesses on how to invest their funds.
• Develop the future strategy for a variety of organisations.
• Travel to the international offices of global businesses to meet with
senior managers.
• Lead audit teams through the statutory audits of well-known international brands.
The opportunities are endless!

Fact

97%
of the top 100 Best Global Brands employ
at least one ICAEW Chartered Accountant*
*Source: ICAEW member data at January 2013, Interbrand Best Global Brands 2012
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The real story ...

Become a chartered accountant

To have a successful career as a chartered accountant you need the right
mix of knowledge, skills and on-the-job experience.

… a career in audit

Name
Emma

Throughout school I was unsure of the career path I wanted to take. It was only
after further research into possible careers upon finishing my A-levels and deciding
that I didn’t want to go to university that I came across the AAT qualification. After
completing my AAT, I chose to progress onto the ACA qualification because it is so
widely respected and I could undertake the qualification while learning on the job.
I qualified as an ICAEW Chartered Accountant last year and am now working towards
an Assistant Manager position. I have been working at Cooper Parry for six years
now and I am currently an Audit Associate. I typically lead a team of between two
and five people, out at the client’s premises. We undertake their annual audit, while
understanding their business and aiming to add value to the client wherever possible.
Read Emma’s full story at icaew.com/emma

Job title
Audit Associate

… a career in forensic accounting
Forensic accounting can be challenging at times. I have enjoyed working on a
range of interesting cases – from drug lords laundering money in South America
to insurance claims following damage caused by volcanic eruptions – where we
were asked to value the impact. One exciting case involved going to Afghanistan to
investigate an alleged instance of corruption and misappropriation of £35m of tax
payers’ money.

Job title
Manager
Company
EY, London
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The ACA qualification has four key components that you need to successfully
complete in order to become a qualified chartered accountant.

1

2

A professional development
programme
This helps you
develop skills such as
communication,
decision making,
problem solving
and team working.

Company
Cooper Parry
Group Ltd, Derby

Name
Nicholas

Our chartered accountancy qualification, the ACA, has been specifically designed
to make sure you develop all the skills you need to get the best start to your career.
It combines work with study so you will have the opportunity to earn a salary while
studying for a globally-recognised qualification.

Another highlight has been the identification of shipping documents proving the
sale of goods from a weapons manufacturer in China and delivery to Iran, as well as
a terrorist bank account which was frozen immediately. It’s not fighting on the front
line, but I feel like I’ve helped to do my bit. It’s exposure to this incredible range of
cases that keeps me interested in the field of accounting and I wouldn’t have had
these opportunities if it weren’t for my ACA qualification.
To read Nicholas’s full story visit icaew.com/nicholas
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Ethics and professional
scepticism training
This gives you the skills
to identify ethical
dilemmas, understand the
implications and behave
appropriately.

ACA
3

15 accountancy,
finance and
business modules
These cover a range
of subjects, from
management information
to law and taxation.

Three to five years’
practical work
experience
You complete this while in
a training agreement with
an authorised employer.

This is a snapshot of what training for our chartered accountancy qualification
will involve. Visit our website icaew.com/careers to find out more about the ACA
qualification and how it will help you to develop into a business professional.
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Career route planner

Career route planner
Follow our planner to discover 
which route is right for you …
Are you/will you be doing at
least two A-levels or equivalent?
Employers usually look for
280+ UCAS tariff points

Yes

A-levels

Did you get
three GCSEs
grade A*-C?

No

Steps to becoming
an ICAEW Chartered
Accountant

GCSE

No

You have
two options

1 Choose how you get there
The good news is there’s more than one route to
becoming a chartered accountant. If you’re bright,
ambitious and want to get your career off the ground
now, school leaver, apprenticeship, ICAEW CFAB and
AAT-ACA Fast Track programmes offer an exciting
alternative to university.
If you’ve decided university is your next step, our
strategic degree programmes combine relevant work
placements with your degree. If you don’t want to
study for an accountancy, finance or business-related
degree, don’t worry. Whichever course you do at
university will stand you in good stead for a career as
a chartered accountant.
Use our route planner to help you find the route
that’s right for you. For more information on these
routes visit icaew.com/entryroutes

Yes

Do you want
to go to
university?

Do you want to study for
an accountancy, finance
or business-related
degree?

Yes

No

Strategic university
partnerships

School leaver
programme

You have
four options

Yes

Higher
Apprenticeship

You have
two options

ICAEW
CFAB

ACA training is done on the job, so you get the
opportunity to learn while in employment. But
you don’t have to wait until you have a training
agreement – you can start ACA training while you
are studying, or while you look for an employer.
If you are ready to start your journey, our Training
Vacancies job portal can help you find an employer,
visit icaewtrainingvacancies.com. Register your
details, sign up for job alerts, upload your CV and
search through a selection of employers around the
world who promote their ACA vacancies through
this service.

Study any accountancy,
finance or business
related degree

ICAEW
Chartered
Accountancy
training
(ACA)

AAT Level 3 and 4
Diploma in Accounting

AAT Level 2 Diploma
in Accounting

2 Search for an employer

Study any
degree subject

No

3 Apply

4 Complete your training

Employers look for the best candidates to recruit,
so they will consider your academic abilities,
willingness to learn, commitment, motivation
and your desire to work in the profession. They’ll
also look at your employability skills such as
team working, oral and written communication,
problem-solving and commercial awareness.

To develop the knowledge, skills and experience
you need to have a successful career as an ICAEW
Chartered Accountant, complete the four integrated
components of ACA training.

Application processes vary depending on
the employer; most will start with your CV
or application form. To put yourself in the
strongest position, make sure your CV is up
to date and includes everything a potential
employer will be looking for. Include relevant
work experience, as well as examples from school
activities or voluntary work – anywhere you have
demonstrated any of the above skills. It all counts!

• 3–5 years’ practical work experience

• Professional development
• Ethics and professional scepticism
• 15 accountancy, finance and business modules
You will be supported by ICAEW, your employer
and your tuition provider throughout your ACA
training. Visit icaew.com/careers for more details
about ACA training and what’s involved.

5 Become an ICAEW Chartered
Accountant
Once you have successfully completed the ACA
qualification you’ll be at the start of an exciting
journey. You will have achieved one of the most
advanced learning and professional development
programmes available and be a highly qualified
professional.
Apply to become an ICAEW member and you
can use the internationally recognised letters ACA
after your name. We’ll support you throughout
your career, give you access to a range of events,
technical and career related support, not to
mention access to a global network of chartered
accountants!

Want to know more?
Visit icaew.com/careers for more information about
chartered accountancy, the ACA qualification and
the range of entry routes into the profession.

Contact us

Once there, you’ll find more of our top tips for
securing a training agreement with an employer
and some more inspirational stories from our
current ACA students and members.

T +44 (0)1908 248 250

You can also:
find us at facebook.com/ICAEWStartingpoint
follow us on Twitter @ICAEW_Careers
register for our bi-monthly e-newsletter –
just email your details to academy@icaew.com

E careers@icaew.com

F +44 (0)1908 258 260

Where you could work

Anywhere! Where you go and the level you reach in your
career depends on your ambition.
Chartered accountants are valuable to any organisation, so you will have the flexibility
to shape your career to suit your interests. As a fully-qualified chartered accountant
you’ll be equipped to work in any organisation, in any industry sector, anywhere in
the world.
Don’t forget, chartered accountancy is a flexible career, so you don’t have to stay in
the same place forever. You can move to new locations, learn new skills and face new
challenges throughout your career. Here are some of the sectors you could work in.

Professional services
Working for an accountancy practice will give you an excellent insight into a range of
different organisations. Working in this sector you will provide audit, consultancy, tax,
insolvency or business advisory services to your clients. You’ll get a real insight into
how these businesses work, experiencing the range of issues and opportunities they
face on a regular basis.
Professional services offers great flexibility; you can specialise in a particular area,
or move between specialisms to get a broad range of experience. Opportunities to
progress are great too. You can work your way up to being the senior partner or
director of a firm, or even set up on your own.

Business
Think of any business that operates to make a profit and the likelihood is there will
be a chartered accountant working for it.
Working in business will put you at the heart of the company. You’ll get to experience
the full process of financial management and reporting, while developing vital
knowledge about IT, marketing, sales and operations. The role of a chartered
accountant isn’t limited to the finances either. In fact, as your career progresses,
you’ll become more involved in managing businesses and developing strategies to
ensure success.

Fact
The median salary for ICAEW Chartered Accountants
working in business is £79,300*
* ICAEW Salary Survey 2013 supported by Stott and May.
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You will have the flexibility
to shape your career to
suit your interests

You could work in music,
fashion or even for your
favourite football club

Not for profit and public sector
Just as important as businesses operating to make a profit is the need for non-profit
making and charitable organisations to make the most of their money. This is why you
will find lots of chartered accountants working in this sector.
Similar to working in business, you will experience the full process of financial
management and reporting and develop an excellent understanding of IT, marketing,
fundraising, membership and operations. But the challenge for chartered accountants
working in this sector is maximising the funds it is able to invest to achieve its
charitable and strategic objectives. Chartered accountants will be involved in all
aspects of the organisation including fund generation, membership retention,
member satisfaction and deciding how money is invested and in which cause.

Financial services
Working in financial services you will help businesses and individuals to make
decisions about how and when to spend, save, borrow, insure and invest their assets.
It doesn’t necessarily mean working for a high street bank: insurance companies,
investment banks, the stock exchange and financial planning businesses are all part of
this sector too.
Choosing this industry means you could work in any number of roles. You could find
yourself analysing risk to adequately insure a major asset, or making recommendations
to the board of directors about a large corporate investment. The key role this
industry plays in the global economy means it’s highly competitive, innovative and
fast-moving. The constant demands for new products and rapidly-changing risks
makes this industry great if you want a challenge.
Whether you aspire to work in banking, fashion or even for your favourite football
club, becoming a chartered accountant will help open doors for you, wherever you
want to take your career.
For more information on the types of jobs you could find yourself doing visit
icaew.com/careers

Fact
Of our 142,000 members, over

60,000 work in
business, over 43,000 work in practice, and 9,000

work in the public, charity, or voluntary sector.
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Gain a global, worldleading qualification,
while being paid a
competitive salary!

The ACA qualification

Depending on your entry route, it usually takes between three and
five years to complete the four components of ACA training.
One of the main benefits of the ACA qualification is that practical work experience
is a fundamental part of your training. You can start studying without a job, but we
recommend you secure a training agreement with an employer as soon as you can.
The training agreement is separate to your employment contract and confirms you
and your employer’s commitment to you achieving the ACA qualification. They will
support you throughout, making sure you get the knowledge, skills and experience
you need to be a successful chartered accountant.
This means not only will you gain a global, world-leading qualification, you’ll be paid
a competitive salary throughout your training.

Fact

24%

of new ACA students are from outside the UK and
16% of our members are based outside of the UK.*

Why should I choose the ACA?
Chartered accountants are renowned for being highly-skilled professionals. Their
‘chartered’ status sets them apart from other accountants, as it shows they have the
drive, ambition and commitment to complete the highest level of training.
If you still need convincing that our leading chartered accountancy qualification is the
right choice, let the facts speak for themselves.
• ACA students earn a competitive salary; the median starting salary for graduates in
the accountancy sector is £30,000.*
• Independent surveys show that ICAEW Chartered Accountants usually command
higher salaries; £113,900 is the average income of an ICAEW Chartered Accountant
working in business.*
• Chartered accountants are globally recognised, respected, valued and often in
demand, meaning you can work anywhere in the world.
• Many chartered accountants become partners or financial directors early in their
careers, leading to a greater variety of opportunities, rewards and influence as their
careers progress.
• You’ll have a diverse and challenging career, because where and how far you want
to go is entirely up to you!
Funke Feyisitan FCA; read her story on page 20
*Source: ICAEW member data at January 2013 *Source: High Fliers Research, The Graduate Market in 2014 *Source: Salary Survey Report 2013, Stott and May
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ACA training is done
on the job, so you learn
while in employment

All the way to the top …

During my time at university accountancy was heavily promoted as a prestigious
profession that offered exciting prospects, with a lot of emphasis on study and
training. So I went for it.
During the early years of my career I experienced a breadth of roles that exposed
me to the global banking sectors of Europe, the Middle East, Africa, Asia Pacific and
the US, and I covered investment banking inside out. That vast experience provided
the architecture for my career.

Name
Funke Feyisitan FCA
Job title
Chief Operating Officer
Company
FBN Capital, Lagos, Nigeria

But my accountancy training really equipped me with the vital analytical skills and
strategic mindset that you need as Chief Operating Officer, to be able to go into any
area of the business, ask the right kind of questions, process huge volumes of data
and gain an accurate measure of any business situation. I can’t think of another form
of professional training that equips you so well and stays with you throughout your
entire career.
To read Funke’s full story visit icaew.com/funke

… in Business
My move into film came via a job in the corporate finance wing of the then UK Film
Council (now the British Film Institute) where, as well as corporate accounting and
reporting to our government sponsor department, I worked on the training, script
development, publications and distribution funds. It was a great introduction to the
breadth of the film industry.

Name
Chris Hainsworth FCA
Job title
Managing Director
Company
AV Pictures, UK
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I now run an international film sales agency where I have oversight of all acquisition
and distribution agreements. I am also directly responsible for all business operations,
including finance, IT, marketing and human resources. Our clients are film producers
and financiers, who we advise on the international market value of their scripts or
completed films. We sell the rights to distributors by carefully creating marketing
campaigns and selling the films at markets such as Cannes, Berlin, and the American
film market in Los Angeles.
To read Chris’s full story visit icaew.com/chris

This is an extract of an interview that appeared in the July 2013 issue of Vital

… in Financial Services

